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A New World of Data
Populating the Semantic Web
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tation example: In a standard docu
ment, a citation is simply a number
in the text and a bibliographic cita
tion at the end of the page. You don’t
know why the author is citing that
work other than what you can glean
from the surrounding text. Using
the richly semantic links of the Se
mantic Web, you could characterize
each citation with a meaning such as
“cites as evidence,” “disagrees with,”
or “extends.” (Those examples are
from an actual Semantic Web vocab
ulary, CiTO, or Citation Typing
Ontology.)
The Semantic Web will develop in
two ways: First, by linking informa
tion that exists within documents,
and second, by making the data it
self accessible on the web. The abil
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The second method of populating
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actual data sets to the web, as repre
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libraries because the library catalog
itself qualifies as data that can be
come part of the linked data
cloud. I
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